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REGISTRATION
Registration is now open at your local Dysart School 

District school. To ensure a smooth and complete 
transition to our schools, please note the following: 
Children must be 5 years old prior to September 1st to 
enroll in kindergarten, a parent or guardian must be 
present to enroll a child, and the registration packet 
(either obtained from your home school or online) must 
be completed and submitted. Please check that all forms 
have been completely filled out and signed in all appro-
priate places. 

The following documents are required for registration:
• Child’s original birth certificate 
• Immunization records (for more information on 

locations for immunizations, please visit  
www.mcchip.org) 

• Proof of residency (i.e., lease of purchase agree-
ment, utility bill, etc.) 

• Parent or guardian’s government issued photo ID 

• Official withdrawal paperwork from previous school 
(if enrolling during the school year) 

To ensure that your child receives the appropriate ser-
vices, it is highly recommended that parents provide the 
following: 

• Academic records and information from previous 
school

• Current individualized education plan (IEP) 
• Existing 504 plan 

For more information, including need-to-know items 
such as school boundaries, transportation, immuniza-
tions, and special education, please visit www.dysart.org. 

School Supplies 
Arizona law requires that public schools provide the 
supplies required for academic success. All materials 
required for a student’s education are provided by the 
Dysart District. Please check with your K-8 school and 
your child’s teacher for an optional supply list before 
purchasing any supplies. If you have any questions, 
please contact your K-8 school.

High School REGISTRATION

Dysart High School 
11425 N Dysart Road, El Mirage, AZ 85335 
Phone: 623-876-7500 • www.dysart.org/dhs 

Freshman Orientation: 
August 1, 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Open House: 
August 1, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Shadow Ridge High School 
10909 N. Perryville Road, Surprise, AZ 85388 
Phone: 623-523-5100 • www.dysart.org/srhs 

Freshman Orientation: 
August 1, 7:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Open House: 
August 2, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Valley Vista High School 
15550 N. Parkview Place, Surprise, AZ 85374 
Phone: 623-523-8800 • www.dysart.org/vvhs 

Freshman Orientation: 
July 28, 7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Open House: 
August 1, 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Registration: 
July 26-27 by grade level

Willow Canyon High School 
17901 W. Lundberg Street, Surprise, AZ 85388 
Phone: 623-523-8000 • www.dysart.org/wchs 

Freshman Orientation: 
August 1, 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Open House: 
August 1, - 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Registration: 
July 27-28, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Sundown Mountain 
23251 N. 166th Dr, Surprise, AZ 85387 
Phone: 623-876-7250
www.dysart.org/sundownmountain

Open House: 
August 2, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Students must register and have their ID badges before the first day of school on Wednesday, August 3, 2016.  For 
more information regarding the high school registration process, including any updates to the below informa-

tion, please call the schools or visit their websites.

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Ashton Ranch - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Canyon Ridge - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Cimarron Springs - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Countryside - 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
Dysart Elem. - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
El Mirage - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Kingswood - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Luke - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Marley Park - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Mountain View - 5:00 to 6:45 p.m.
Parkview - 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Rancho Gabriela - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Riverview - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Sonoran Heights - 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Sunset Hills - 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Surprise Elem. - 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
Thompson Ranch - 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
West Point - 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Western Peaks - 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Back to School 
Meet Your Teacher
August 1, 2016 for all schools



The Dysart Unified School District will hold Child Find 
Screenings for the 2016-2017 school year. Parents 

and guardians who have concerns about their children’s 
development may contact the district office at 623-876-
7022 to schedule a free screening. Children must be at 
least 2 years and 9 months to be eligible for a 
screening and families must reside in the 
Dysart District. For information regard-
ing screening children ages birth to 3 
years old, please call the Arizona Early 
Intervention Project at 602-532-9960. 

The Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act (IDEA, 2004) 
requires that public school agencies en-
sure that all children from birth through 
age 21 with delays or developmental 
disabilities are identified, locat-
ed, and evaluated to receive 
the support and services they 
need. This includes all children 
living within the geographic 
boundaries of the school 
district, including children 
who are homeless or wards 
of the state, children with 
disabilities attending pri-
vate schools, or those who 
are homeschooled. Public 
schools and the Arizona 

Early Intervention Program are responsible for “finding” 
eligible children and providing services needed for them 
to reach their developmental milestones or meet their 
educational needs. 

Dysart Child Find Screenings address vision, hearing, 
motor, speech and language, cognitive and social skills. 

The time to complete a screening is approximately 
one hour and parents must be present with their 
children during the screening process.

Volunteering in 
Dysart schools
Each of us has the power to initiate change and 

improve the lives of others. Regardless of your 
background or area of interest, we are always looking 
for motivated, compassionate parents and commu-
nity members to join Dysart as volunteers. Whether 
you have an hour, a morning, or a day, spending 
time in a classroom betters a child’s education. Every 
volunteer’s efforts truly enrich the lives of the com-
munity we serve. Share your gifts with our students 
while teaching them the benefits of helping others. 
Let us help make your volunteer experience fulfilling. 
Please visit www.dysart/volunteer or call 623-876-
7875 to learn about the numerous volunteer oppor-
tunities that exist in K-12 classrooms, libraries, offices, 
sports programs, and early childhood development 
programs. More than 2,400 volunteers generously 
gave 48,158 hours of their time and talents to Dysart 
schools during the 2015-2016 school year.

Meet the Governing Board

Governing Board Meeting Schedule

July 20, 2016 
August 10, 2016 
August 24, 2016 
September 7, 2016 
September 28, 2016 
October 12, 2016 
October 26, 2016 
November 9, 2016 
December 14, 2016 
January 11, 2017 

January 25, 2017 
February 8, 2017 
February 22, 2017 
March 8, 2017 
April 12, 2017 
April 26, 2017 
May 10, 2017 
May 24, 2017 
June 14, 2017 
June 28, 2017

The Governing Board meets the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month with exceptions in

July, September, November, and December 2016 and
March 2017 at the Dysart Education Center, 15802 N. 

Parkview Place, Surprise, AZ 85374, 623-876-7002.

Dr. Spencer 
Bailey

Member

Jennifer 
Tanner
Clerk

Suzanne 
Kellis

Member

Traci 
Sawyer-Sinkbeil

Member

The Dysart School District’s Governing Board 
welcomes the public, including all school staff, 

parents, and community members to its meetings.

Bonnie 
Schroader
President

2016-2017 Meal Prices

SCREENING DATES
Preschool

2016-2017
Screening Dates 

August 17
September 14

October 26
November 30

January 11
February 8

March 8
April 12
May 5

June 19

WE’RE ON INSTAGRAM!
Follow us @DysartUSD and explore the 
images and stories that make Dysart 
great!  Step inside the classroom, check 
out exciting opportunities, and get 
inspired by 21st Century learners!

#WeAreDysart

Not an Instagram user?  Follow us on
your social media platform of choice!

facebook.com/DysartUSD
twitter.com/DysartUSD
youtube.com/DysartUSD

Grade Level Full-Price Breakfast Full-Price Lunch

Elementary $1.25 $2.50

High School $1.25 $2.75

Adult $1.75 $3.75



POISED For Greatness
Shadow Ridge High School’s Destiny Cazares laid it all 
out on the mat as she was named the 2016 state cham-
pion in girls wrestling.  The championship was followed 
with two state champion runner up recognitions in the 
boys 100 meter dash and boys tennis. Softball, tennis, 
5-girl stunt cheer, and boys basketball all qualified for 
state tournaments.  The girls volleyball team set a new 
precedent and qualified for state for the first time.  

The Valley Vista High School Monsoon continued the 
legacy of success in girls basketball with the team mak-
ing the final four in the state tournament.  Sophomore 
Taylor Chavez made Monsoon history when she was the 
first Valley Vista athlete to be named to the 1st Team 
All Arizona for girls basketball.  Valley Vista’s pomline 
rocked Arizona in 2016 by winning the state champion-
ship and competing nationally.   Track had 20 state qual-
ifiers with Cole Riddle taking 2nd place in the state meet 

and 1st place in the pole vault at the Meet of 
Champions.  Boys baseball made it to the 

second round of the state playoffs while 

girls golf had an amazing 10-1 season.  

In addition to seeing students break barriers on the 
field, 2015-2016 saw excellence in the classroom as well.  
At Valley Vista High School, more than 120 students re-
ceived the AIA Voie Coy Award which recognizes athletes 
who obtained a 3.5 or higher grade point average.  Wil-
low Canyon High School lead the state with 14 members 
of the football team named to the Arizona All-Academic 
Football Team. Jared Stangler of Willow Canyon was rec-
ognized as one of the ‘Top 33’ for the National Football 
Foundation Scholar Athlete Award.  

This academic and athletic success will allow dozens of 
Class of 2016 graduates from all four high schools to 
attend college with scholarships in a variety of sports.  
With the achievements of the past year, Dysart Unified 

School District is looking forward to anoth-
er successful athletic year in 2016-2017 
where student athletes will flourish on 
and off the field.  

The Arizona State Decathlon Championship is a gru-
eling athletic event consisting of ten track and field 

events over a two-day period.  This is the most physi-
cally demanding event for athletes and a supreme test 
of mind and body; challenging the person’s character, 
attitude and determination along with 
their physical abilities.  The decathlon is 
impossible to ‘tame’ because nobody 
has ever achieved the perfect score.  
For that to happen, an athlete would 
have to place first in every event.  At 
the 2016 State of Arizona Decathlon 
Championships, Willow Canyon senior 
Grant Carpenter did something amaz-
ing.  Not only did he win the competition 
by more than 400 points to become the first 
Dysart District athlete to be named the best 
all-around athlete in the state, but he did it 
without placing first in a single event.  This 

incredible feat is indicative of the heart and determi-
nation of Dysart athletes as they continue to persevere 
and reach greatness.  Additional Willow Canyon sports 
shined bright with five state qualifiers in wrestling, all 
team recognitions for the Wildcat baseball team, and 
section championships in boys tennis and girls soccer. 

Dysart High School had a standout year that start-
ed with a strong 7-3 regular season by the varsity 
football team.  The team made it to the playoffs for 
the first time since 1994.  In the spring, the 4x400 
track team won the Arizona Division II State Cham-

pionship with an incredible and unexpected victory.  
Additionally, the boys soccer team had an undefeat-

ed regular season and made it to the final four in the 
state playoffs. The boys basketball and baseball teams 
reached the second round of the state playoffs.  Dysart 
High also had state qualifiers in track, girls cross coun-

try, swimming, wrestling, and tennis.  
The spiritline qualified and placed 

at state and nationals.

Follow all
the action 
online!

monsoonathletics.org
dhsathletics.org
stallionathletics.org
wchswildcats.org



ACADEMY
Personalized learning continues to be a driving force for the Dysart Unified School District.  Starting this school 

year, Dysart will launch yet another option for students who are looking for a technology-rich education through 
the Innovation Academy at Western Peaks Elementary School.  This personalized learning environment will allow 
students to utilize digital learning tools in a project-based environment where instruction is paced to student needs, 
modified to address learning preferences, and tailored to the interests of each learner.

The Innovation Academy will utilize a strong foundation of core education instruction through the use of new 
century skills and innovative learning strategies.  In creating a competency-based environment where students 
master concepts, students will apply lessons and skills by engaging in real-world, authentic problems and learning 
strategies to become independent and innovative thinkers. These strategies are the keys to an ever-changing world 
focused on student knowledge and the ability to work creatively to find solutions in society and 
the workplace.  

In addition to learning the core subjects, students will learn career oriented skills, aimed at 
achieving success in the workforce.  Skills of tomorrow include leadership, team building, 
goal setting, planning, decision making, ethical judgment, and higher-order thinking 
through critical thinking and problem-solving.  Visit innovation.dysart.org to learn 
more about the Innovation Academy.  

Dysart Unified School District believes that there is 
a connection between student dress and academ-

ic success. As such, any attire that detracts from the 
learning environment is not acceptable. Students should 
dress in a manner that takes into consideration the 
educational environment, safety, health and welfare of 
oneself and others. Starting in the the 2016-2017 school 

year, the following changes 
have been made to the 

student dress code.

• No apparel, jewelry, accessory, notebook, or manner 
of dress referencing gang or group behavior that 
advocates disruptive behavior.

• Sleeveless/tank tops must have a strap of 1.5 inches 
or wider with no bra straps or torso showing.

• Pants, shorts, and bottoms must be worn close to 
the waist at all times, regardless of layers.

• Shorts/skorts/skirts must extend to a reasonable 
length.

• Leggings/stockings/tights must be worn with an 
overgarment such as shorts, dresses, skirts, or long 
shirts.

It is the responsibility of students and their par-
ents or guardians to be aware of the dress code 

policy and conform to these requirements. 
Each school will meet the minimum guide-
lines of the district dress code but may add 
other restrictions if the school administration 
deems it necessary. If a student or parent has 
any questions about whether specific attire or 
accessories are in compliance with the dress 

code, they should contact the assistant princi-
pal prior to wearing such attire. The school admin-

istration retains the final discretion to determine that 
the garment or accessory meets the dress code. Some 
exceptions may be made for special events, formal 
attire (dances), spirit week, or costumes.

Dress Code Guidelines

Innovation

For more information contact 623-523-8777 
or email at innovation@dysart.org

Have questions about your child's academic performance?  Want 
to know about assignments, grades, attendance, and events at 

their school?  Download the Infinite Campus Parent Portal today.  
The Parent Portal is a tool for you to stay informed and engaged in 
your child's education by tracking your student’s progress in real 
time.  The secure Parent Portal provides parents and guardians a 
single login to access information for multiple students.

Features include 24/7 access to student data including attendance, 
grades, assignments, schedule, contact information, and assess-
ment scores.  The portal makes information quick and easy for 
families on the go by providing announcements, reports, and the 
ability to send and receive messages from the school and district.

Setting up the portal is easy.  Go to www.dysart.org/parentportal  
to set up your new account today.  

Parents and guardians can also download the app from the iTunes, 
Google Play, and Amazon app stores by searching for the Infinite 
Campus Mobile Portal.  To connect, please use ‘BRTJWK’ for the 
district ID.

Parent Portal Updates
Look What’s New! 

You can now customize the 
Parent Portal to send you the 

notifications you want 
and need.  Parents and 

guardians can add parameters 
on updates so that you can 

receive them in real time.  If your 
student’s grade gets too low, 

a message can be sent to your 
phone.  These customizable 

features give you the 
information you need to be 

more involved to ensure your 
student can be career and 

college ready. 



TO YOUR FUTURE
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First Day for Students 
 
Labor Day 
 
No School/Staff Development 
K-8 Parent/Teacher Conf. 
Fall Break 
 
Veterans Day  
Thanksgiving Recess 
 
High School Final Exams 
Early Release 
Semester Break  
Winter Break 
 
 
School Resumes 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
K-8 Parent/Teacher Conf. 
 
President’s Day  
 
Spring Break 
 
Spring Holiday 
 
Graduation Day 
High School Final Exams 
Last Day for Students 
 
K-8 Quarters End/Days 
October 6    46 days 
December 22    45 days 
March 17    48 days 
May 24     41 days 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 3 
 
September 5 
 
September 30 
October 13-14 [1/2 days K-8] 
October 17-21 
 
November 11 
November 23-25 
 
December 21-22 [1/2 days HS] 
December 22 [1/2 day K-8] 
December 23 
December 26– January 6 
 
 
January 9 
January 16 
 
Feb 16-17 [1/2 days K-8] 
 
February  20 
 
March 20-24  
 
April 21,24 
 
May 23 [1/2 day HS] 
May 23-24 [1/2 days HS] 
May 24 [1/2 day K-8] 
 
HS Semesters End/Days 
December 22    91 days 
May 24               89 days 

Students are dismissed early every Monday beginning Aug. 8 to 
provide time for teacher professional development. 

 

Governing Board Approved June 3, 2015 

Revised February 3, 2016 

 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) continues to be the back-
bone of a strong, well-educated workforce, which fosters pro-

ductivity in business and industry, and contributes to America’s 
leadership in the international marketplace. While the programs 
are changing with industry and community needs, CTE in the 
Dysart Unified School District prepares students to enter the 
workforce with the academic and vocational skills needed to 
compete successfully in the job market.  

Looking to go into the healthcare industry, we have you cov-
ered.  Video production?  Walk onto the set at Willow Canyon.  
Want to redesign a skyline?  Build it with Shadow Ridge’s Archi-
tecture program.  CTE students achieve academic excellence 

through authentic, hands-on, career-focused learning.  

There are currently 17 different programs of study avail-
able at the four high schools.  Students in their senior 

year have the opportunity to participate in CTE Stu-
dent-Business Internship Program, which provides 
an in-depth, work-based environment to gain 
experience aligned with CTE programs. 

Dysart also offers 21 programs of study 
through Western Maricopa Education Center 

(West-MEC).  West-MEC builds upon Dysart’s 
CTE programs and focuses on hands-on 
learning, leadership development training, 
and industry certification to help prepare 
today’s students for tomorrow’s careers. 

Pathway

Learn more 
about authentic, 

hands-on 
programs at 

dysart.org/cte
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Evacuation
An Evacuation is initiated when there are conditions inside the school building that could be unsafe. Students and staff 
evacuate the buildings and assemble at predetermined outside locations.  An off-site evacuation may be necessary depend-
ing on the incident. District officials will coordinate busing of students to an off-campus location. Information on student 
reunification will be sent out by the district automated phone, text, or email system.  

Modified Lockdown
A Modified Lockdown is initiated when there may be a danger outside of the buildings or off campus. Students and staff are 
moved (or remain) in classrooms and perimeter doors remain locked, including the front office.  Classroom instruction con-
tinues as normal, and necessary movement can occur within a building. Law enforcement will typically notify administration 
when the ‘All Clear’ can be given. 
 
Lockdown
A Lockdown is initiated when there may be an immediate threat or hazard near or on the school campus. Students and staff 
are moved (or remain) in classrooms and sit away from doors or windows, which are locked and covered.  Classroom activi-
ties cease until the incident concludes.  The office will be closed and phones will not be answered.

Shelter in Place
A Shelter in Place is initiated when students and staff need to be inside the building for safety. During Shelter in Place, 
students and staff are moved (or remain) in their classrooms and normal classroom activities continue until the incident 
concludes. The front office is unlocked and open for anyone seeking shelter.  Shelter in place is used to provide protection 
against the outdoor environment, such as weather.

Parent-Student Reunification
Parent-Student Reunification is a process where parents will be asked to pick up their children from school or an alternate 
location in a formalized, controlled release.  The goal of reunification is that all students remain safe while in the school’s 
care until they are reunited with families.  Students will be released ONLY to parents/guardians or other adults who are list-
ed as emergency contacts and who present a picture ID such as a driver’s license, military ID, or passport. Please make sure 
all emergency contacts are updated and accurate. 

Emergency Response Guide for Parents
The Dysart Unified School District has a detailed emergency plan which has been developed in collaboration with our local law 
enforcement and fire-medical agencies to respond effectively and efficiently to any situation. Should a critical or emergency 
situation arise, the appropriate response will be initiated.  Please be advised that students WILL NOT be released during any 
emergency response.  For more info visit www.dysart.org/safety  


