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July 29, 2011
Dear Parent/Legal Guardian: 

In January 2002, the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), was signed into law to improve educational opportunities for all children attending a Title I school. This federally funded program provides assistance to schools serving students who are at risk for academic failure. This legislation supports the school district’s efforts to provide a strong standards-based educational program for students along with accountability for student achievement.

Thompson Ranch Elementary operates a Title I program. NCLB requires that all Title I schools make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in all indicators for two consecutive years. Parents of children attending Title I schools that have not made AYP are required to be notified of the school’s AYP status.  
Parents of children attending Title I schools that have been identified two or more years for school improvement have two options:

· Public School Choice with free transportation to a school not identified for improvement; or 
· Free tutoring from an approved Supplemental Educational Service Provider. 
The table below details the AYP determination for our school:

	AYP Determination
	Yes or No 

	Met 95% Percent Tested in Math?
	Yes 

	Met 95% Percent Tested in Reading? 
	Yes 

	Met Annual Measurable Objectives in Math? 
	No 

	Met Annual Measurable Objectives in Reading? 
	No

	Met 90% K-8 Attendance Rate? 
	Yes 

	Met 71 % High School Graduation Rate or Increased 1% from Previous Year? 
	N/A 


Please keep in mind that Thompson Ranch is an A+ School of Excellence.  
The following chart provides a comparison of our school to other elementary or secondary schools in the district and in the State as required by NCLB:
	Grade 
	My School
	My District
	Arizona

Schools
	Parkview
	My School
	My District
	Arizona Schools
	Parkview

	
	%Proficient in Math
	%Proficient 
in Math
	% Proficient in Math
	% Proficient in Math
	% Proficient
in Reading
	%Proficient in Reading
	%Proficient 
in Reading
	%Proficient
in Reading

	    3 
	63
	77
	68
	68
	65
	81
	76
	74

	4 
	70
	72
	65
	74
	64
	78
	75
	76

	5 
	56
	72
	63
	65
	69
	81
	79
	75

	6 
	70
	68
	59
	67
	81
	84
	81
	86

	7 
	63
	67
	61
	63
	77
	84
	82
	83

	8 
	36
	57
	54
	46
	49
	72
	71
	63


Due to our school’s Title I School Improvement designation, your child will be eligible to attend a school that is NOT identified for Title I School Improvement and the district will pay for transportation.  Please note the number of students eligible to transfer is limited by the amount of funds available to pay for transportation costs. If funds are not sufficient, lowest-achieving students from low-income families must be given priority. 
This year the school where students may attend if they wish to choose an alternative to Thompson Ranch is Parkview Elementary.  Please complete the attached form by August 5, 2011, to let us know if you would like for your child to attend Parkview.  Please contact Nancy LaCasse at 623-876-7175 should you need assistance.
If you choose to keep your child at Thompson Ranch, your child may receive free tutoring from an approved state Supplemental Educational Service Provider (SES).  This free tutoring will be an opportunity for your child to improve reading, math, or writing skills and is tailored to the particular academic needs of each student. If more students request tutoring than can be served through available funding, priority will be given to low-performing students as determined by the district. Please see the attached list of approved tutoring providers for our school. These providers have been approved by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) and will provide your child with free tutoring that is coordinated with your child’s instructional program. An informational meeting will be held during the school year and a separate letter will be sent with additional information.  Please contact Nancy LaCasse at 623-876-7175 if you need additional information regarding SES.  
School Improvement Plan

We have been working with the district and ADE to revise the Arizona School Improvement Plan for our school. In order to address the indicators of not making AYP, the district and ADE are assisting our school in: 

· Providing support in developing/revising an Arizona School Improvement Plan (i.e., leadership mentoring, high-quality ongoing professional development, facilities, adopting research-based interventions, logistics, and instructional time);
· Coordinating of resources (i.e., instructional and non-instructional staff, state, and federal funding).
The school is implementing the following strategies to address the indicator(s) of not making AYP:

· Thompson Ranch’s Math Leadership Professional Learning Community (PLC) is implementing the following:
· The use of Interactive Student Notebooks in every classroom.
· The use of the program, Exemplars, which targets Higher Level Thinking Skills.

· Thompson Ranch’s Reading PLC is implementing the following:
· The New Common Core Standards

· Integrating science and social studies into the reading curriculum

· In the area of engagement strategies, the following things will be implemented:
· A creation of a Kagan Leadership Team

· Continuous professional development so teachers can build upon their already existing knowledge of Kagan engagement strategies and implement them at a higher level
· Writing strategies in every lesson 
· Behavior Positive Intervention Strategies – Thompson Ranch is committed to creating a positive school culture and climate by using a School-wide Positive Behavior Intervention Support (SW-PBIS) Program.  Part of this process includes developing and teaching specific behavioral expectations to our students.  These behaviors will be positively reinforced throughout the school.
We encourage you to become involved by participating in the development of the Arizona School Improvement Plan.  Please contact Fran Sperling at 623-523-8400 if you are interested in being part of a committee or would like more information on our school. 
As a reminder, our Title I annual meeting will be held on August 4th, 2011, at 5:00 p.m. in the cafeteria at Thompson Ranch.  After the presentation, please visit the classrooms and meet the teachers.  At this time our administrative and instructional staff will be available to answer questions.
Sincerely,
Kathy Hill

Director, Federal Projects

Enclosures:
Parent Request for Transfer
Tutoring List of approved Supplemental Educational Service Providers (with a brief description of services) 

